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between the nations which have very different standards of
life, not only economic but also intellectual and ethical ? It
is the fear that it would not only bring about many serious
political problems, but would even cause the destruction
of our civilisation, that is at the bottom of the difficulties
which have arisen over Asiatic immigration into countries
inhabited chiefly by people of Western origin, although it
must be admitted that in some cases mean, selfish economic
reasons and political intrigues seem to be the immediate
reasons why they deem it necessary to take steps to preserve
the advance which they have made. The decision as to
what these steps should be may probably be the most
difficult problems before the statesmen of the future. Their
actions will, no doubt, depend on their philosophy of life
and the position which they believe human beings hold in
the plan of the universe. In trying to ascertain that plan
they may obtain more help from Eastern than from Western
thought, as a conception of the former, when thoroughly
grasped, must entirely change our views of life and our ideas
of its ethical values. Meantime, however, we need only
consider the possibilities of the not very distant future, and
indicate the line of procedure which seems likely to lead to a
solution of the problems involved.

My revered master, the late Professor Edward Caird,
shortly before his death put in a very definite form some of the
general ideas which he imparted to his students many years ago.
He said: " We are learning to substitute for a vague cosmo-
politanism, for a vague impersonal philanthropy, the idea of
an organism whose parts are bound to each other by domestic
affection, by civic and national patriotism, by a multitude of
special ties and affinities which reach beyond even the limits
of the nation. It is true that this still remains, in great part,
an idea; for, though there are many interests of science, of
literature, and of commerce, which have become cosmopolitan;
though the influence of the opinion of one nation upon
another is continually increasing, and tends to make the
unity of mankind an effective bond, yet we are still far from